CLASS SYSTEM IN EDUCATION
(An extract from Professor Siraj’s book on Education)
 

    It is sad that for quality manpower Pakistan is depending only on 5 percent elitist schools while the talent of the vast majority of the predominantly poor population remains untapped. Further more, since the majority of the children of those living below poverty line are out of schools, they are trapped by the Dini Madrassas that provide free education with free board and lodging. Its no secret that many of these Madrassas are breeding places for extremism, terrorism and suicide bombers. The combination of poverty and ignorance provide a highly fertile ground for religious extremism imparted by many, if not all, Dini Madrassas. The most poor and uneducated part of Pakistan lies in the North West of the country near the boarder of Afghanistan .  This area is a fertile land for extremism and Talibanization (Taliban are the Islamic extremists that emerged in the poor and uneducated rural Afghanistan in the eighties that ruled Afghanistan for some years and gave birth to Al-Qaida) that has become a problem for the rest of the country. Unless this combination of illiteracy and poverty is broken by imparting universal quality education to our children, peace will never return to Pakistan and Afghanistan and the world at large. No amount of force will ever succeed in crushing terrorism but the force of education will. Why the successive governments of Pakistan have been blind to this obvious discrimination of the poor for quality education and have been allowing the poorest to remain unemployed or at best to become the lowest paid employees, religious fanatics, criminals and terrorists, is difficult to understand. One wonders whether there is a highly short sighted but an unwritten and unholy alliance between the elitists of the country to keep the poor illiterate and uneducated! In fact, the class system in education we inherited from the colonial past. It was Lord Macaulay who in his address to the British Parliament in 1835 said, 
 
       “I have traveled across the length and breath of India and I have not seen one person who is a beggar, who is a thief, such wealth I have seen in this country, such high moral values, people of such caliber, that I do not think we would ever conquer this country, unless we break the very back-bone of this nation, which is her spiritual and cultural heritage, and, therefore, I propose that we replace her old and ancient education system, her culture, for if the Indians think that all that is foreign and English is good and greater than their own, they will lose their self-esteem, their native culture and they will become what we want them, a truly dominated nation.” This highly notorious quotation of Lord Macaulay was also referred to by A.P.J.Kalam, president of India , in his convocation address to Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi . (S,Zafar Mahmood, “Learning from President”. The Hindu, 2-9-2004.)
 
       As a result of this policy they created the elitist schools and colleges in India to breed the highly Westernized and Englicized youth, the Brown Sahibs, who would think and act like the British rulers and would occupy the white collar jobs to help them in subjugating the people of India while the non-elitist schools can produce clerks for their offices while the majority of the poor would remain illiterate to do the manual laboring jobs. This class system in education was further strengthened in Pakistan after independence by introduction of Cadet Colleges, Army, PAF AND Cantonment Board schools and colleges and induction of private sector in education so that the rich and upper middle class can avail quality institutions while those from the lower middle class and the poor can rot in the ruins of the most neglected schools in the public sector or can remain out of schools. After creation of Pakistan the vast majority of children of the poor remained out of schools (6.4 million between the ages of 5-9 years reported in 2007) till this vacuum began to be occupied by the Dini Madrassas from the mid seventies. Unfortunately, to add insult to the injury, this class system has also been introduced in health so that the rich can have quality health care in the private clinics and hospitals while the poor are left at the mercy of quacks and unscientific systems of treatment or at best are pushed around in the overcrowded hospitals and neglected BHUs and RHCs in the public sector. Thus the poor remain deprived of both, education and health, the two basic responsibilities of any welfare state.
